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G'psgolox Pole

In1 872, Chief G’psgolox of the Haisla commissioned the
carving of a totem pole to commemorate an encounter with the
mythical being Tsooda. In 1929, the pole was cut down at Misk'usa,
avillage in the Kitlope Valley on British Columbia’s North Coast,
and sold, under dubious circumstances, to the Museum of
Ethnography in Stockholm, Sweden. After 62 years, the Haisla
discovered its whereabouts and in 2006 finally repatriated the

totem pole to its homeland. This marks the first time ever that

a totem has been brought back from overseas.

The return of the G'psgolox totem pole has become a catalyst
for cultural revival and renewal. Haisla children and future
generations will be able to see, touch and feel a piece of their

history, reclaimed by a nation who persevered against all odds.
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The top image of
the totem pole
represents the
good Tsooda Spirit.
He wears a hat
that revolves on
his head.
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The middle image
represents Asoalget,
a personified

spirit,
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The bottom image
represents a mythical
grizzly bear living

under water.

The IEQ end. Long ago, when G’psgolox was Chief of the
Kitlope people he suffered a great loss, losing all of his children
and all the members of his tribe. These deaths filled him with
great grief. One day, he set off into the woods where the Tsooda
Spirit revealed himself, asking the Chief why he was so sad.
G'psgolox told Tsooda about his woes and Tsooda showed great
compassion by giving him a piece of rack crystal. He told G'psgolox
o go back to his dead people and bite a piece out of the rock.
G'psgolox did so and called out to his people up in the trees. The
dead people returned from the trees—alive. He observed Zola
among them and realized the Zola Spirit had brought his people
back to life. From that day on, G’psgolox was a great medicine
man. Before healing someone he first took a bite out of the rock

that the Zola Spirit had given him.




A journey of a hundred years, a journey of thousands of miles.
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Coming home.
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